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In the late 1990s, West Texas was full of rundown towns and pumpjacks, aging reminders of the oil

rush of an earlier era. Today, the towns are thriving as 300-foot-tall wind turbines tower above those

pumpjacks. Wind energy has become Texasâ€™s latest boom, with the Lone Star State now

leading the nation. How did this dramatic transformation happen in a place that fights federal

environmental policies at every turn? In The Great Texas Wind Rush, environmental reporters Kate

Galbraith and Asher Price tell the compelling story of a group of unlikely dreamers and innovators,

politicos and profiteers.The tale spans a generation and more, and it begins with the early wind

pioneers, precocious idealists who saw opportunity after the 1970s oil crisis. Operating in an

economy accustomed to exploiting natural resources and always looking for the next big thing, their

ideas eventually led to surprising partnerships between entrepreneurs and environmentalists, as

everyone from Enron executives to T. Boone Pickens, as well as Ann Richards, George W. Bush

and Rick Perry, ended up backing the new technology. In this down-to-earth account, the authors

explain the policies and science that propelled the â€œwindcattersâ€• to reap the great harvest of

Texas wind. They also explore what the future holds for this relentless resource that is changing the

face of Texas energy.
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Our reading group, which focuses on natural resources, chose this book and we all enjoyed reading

about both wind energy and the Texas can-do spirit. What makes this a good read, is the descriptive

nature of the many players (and some true characters!), as well as the politics covering wind on

both the federal and state level (California wind policy gets discuss, including from Jerry Brown's

first round as Governor). I would recommend this book to anyone interested in the nature of wind

energy, alternative energy sources, and alternative energy policy in both Texas and the United

States.

This is a must-read for anyone who cares about the future of renewable energy in the United States.

The authors delve into the stories behind the seeming irony in Texas holding the countryÃ¢Â€Â™s

leadership position in wind power. The lessons behind this history will be informative for policy

makers and activists, as well as for ordinary citizens with an interest in our energy future. The book

is accessible and combines anecdotes about eccentric characters with analysis of policy and

macro-level events.

Fantastically done - a great book with lots of intriguing history woven into politics woven into a sense

of place. At 200 pages this is an enjoyable quick read with lots of information.

I would recommend this book to anyone who wants to know the science and the politics of wind, not

just in Texas but just about anywhere. I have lived in Texas 34 years and have passed by these

windmills many times but did not know the story. Now I know it and it is an amazing story of

coincidence and persistence.Milo Hamilton

The Great Texas Wind Rush is a nice, quick read that captures the history of an unlikely industry

and the characters that propelled it through four decades of bust and boom. Through the story, you

also get an insight into politics (how several environmental and deregulatory laws actually got

passed), the energy business (a taste for the different players involved), and the realities of

developing and implementing a new technology on the ground.The character profiles are great,

without distracting from the story. I love the image of Bush, Jr, sitting back in the Texas Governor's

office, boots kicked up on his desk, calling out to then Public Utility Chairman Pat Wood: "Oh, Pat,

by the way, we like wind." "We what?" Wood stuttered, dumbfounded. "Go get smart on wind," Bush

replied. The authors did a great job researching and accessing the various players, and their

perspectives and quirks give humor and life to the tale.The book does not set out to be a history or



analysis of alternative energy. There is some discussion of the economics of wind and the history of

wind power outside Texas, but it's primarily there to support the story and provide context for the

happenings within the state. This is less of a dry scientific or economic treatise than it is an

entertaining dessert read. No prior knowledge is required, and it will resonate with Texans and

non-Texans alike.

As someone who is concerned about climate change and energy security, it is exciting to see

Texas, with its deep oil and gas roots, taking the lead on the practical development of wind energy.

This book is an enjoyable read that illustrates the personalities and places along the way. It traces

the story from the early inventors who generated electricity from wind on farms and ranches, to the

visionaries who built the first small wind farms in Texas, to the legislation that paved the way for

wind development, to the professional large-scale industry of today. While Texas has much to be

proud of, the authors also highlight some of the limitations of these developments, such as the need

for expensive energy transmission infrastructure to get the energy from its sources in rural Texas to

its users in major cities.All in all, a well-written history of a curious and inspiring Texas energy

success.

I really like some of the history and I like the wildcatter personality portrayed, but so much of the

background info of some of the characters is just bland and you really find yourself wondering if

you'll make it to the next interesting parts.

That the state of Texas, the unquestioned king of the oil and gas industry would lead our country in

the development of one of the leading alternative energy sources.A fascinating, well-written history

of the wind energy in Texas and other parts of the country. Lots of people and projects to keep up

with, but still very interesting.
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